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Abstract

Research on fundamentalism has predominantly focused on Islamic societies or the
West Asian region, while fundamentalist formations within the Christian—political
tradition of the United States have received comparatively limited systematic
examination. Focusing on the Tea Party movement, this article demonstrates how a
segment of what initially emerged as an economic—fiscal protest movement
evolved, within the context of the cultural conflicts of the 2010s and the institutional
weaknesses of the Republican Party, into a distinct form of political-religious
fundamentalism. The central question of the study is: What mechanisms contributed
to the politicization of religion and the radicalization of Christian—conservative
identity within the Tea Party movement? Employing process tracing and drawing
on three sources of data— discourse analysis of Tea Party leaders and activist
networks, a critical review of scholarly and media literature, and the use of
nationally representative survey data— the research investigates the movement’s
discursive and organizational transformation. Within the theoretical framework of
“revival-reaction—politicization,” the findings indicate that three principal
mechanisms played a decisive role in this transition: the revival of religious identity
among White Evangelicals, a growing sense of cultural threat in response to social
change, and the absence of effective religious representation within the formal
structures of the Republican Party. The study concludes that political-religious
fundamentalism is a global phenomenon and not one confined to a particular
religious tradition; rather, it emerges from the complex interaction of identity,
institutions, and political competition. Such an understanding enables a
reconsideration of dominant frameworks for analyzing fundamentalism and
provides broader perspectives for the study of religion in contemporary politics.
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Most White Christians support Trump for president;
majorities in several other religious groups back Harris

% of registered voters who would vote for __ if the 2024
presidential election were held today

Harris/lean Harris Trump/lean Trump

Al votrs
Protestont
White evangelical
White nonevangelical
Black Protestant 86
Catol
white
Hipanie
Jewish
Religiously unaffiliated
el
Agrosc
Nothing in particular 59
Note: Based on registered voters. White and Black voters include those who report

being only one race and are not Hispanic. Hispanic voters are of any race. Those
who did not answer or do not lean toward either candidate are not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Aug. 26-Sept. 2, 2024.
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