Journal of American Strategic Studies ]

Critical Discourse Analysis of the U.S. Department of State Webpage on the
Arab World Based on van Dijk’s Ideological Square

Mohammad Reza Anvarit

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Social Communication, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Religions
and Denominations, Qom, Iran. mr.anvari@urd.ac.ir

Abstract
Volume info The Arab world, owing to its geopolitical position, energy resources, and connection to
security developments, constitutes a significant domain of U.S. foreign policy. Given
vol. 6 the role of official media in the selective representation of realities, examining how the
Series: 22 Arab world is portrayed in diplomatic texts is of particular importance. Such
Spring 2026 representations can influence the production of meaning and shape audience perceptions
P.P: 133-165 of U.S.—Arab relations. The website of the U.S. Department of State is one such medium.
Accordingly, the principal research question is: How does this website represent the
Article Type Arab world and U.S. relations with it? This study employs both the theoretical

foundations and methodological framework of van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA). The data consist of fifteen documents related to events in the Arab world,
selected through purposive sampling from materials published in December 2024. The
findings indicate that the website, through a variety of linguistic strategies, portrays the
United States as a supporter of democracy, human rights, global peace, and regional
stability, as well as a state possessing superior military capabilities. In contrast, the Arab
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world is predominantly represented in terms of a lack of democracy, internal crises,
02 September 2025 . - . . . . L

o instability, extremism, and human rights violations. Furthermore, U.S. responsibility for
Revised: unlawful interventions and their humanitarian consequences is marginalized or
11 August 2026 articulated through justificatory language. Positive characteristics of the Arab world are
Accepted: also frequently overlooked or are rendered meaningful primarily within the framework
19 August 2026 of cooperation with the United States. Categorization, polarization, and comparison
Published: within the binary opposition of “Us” versus “Them” constitute some of the most
23 Julv 2026 significant representational mechanisms. A key finding is that the representation of Arab
countries is not uniform; states opposed to U.S. policies are generally described through
ISSN - E-ISSN negative attributes, whereas U.S. allies are portrayed in ways that largely avoid such

characterizations.
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