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Abstract
Volume info Fpllovying thg Citizens United ar]d SpeechNow judicial rulings in 2010, _the
financial architecture of U.S. elections underwent a fundamental transformation,
il 5 and “Super PACs” became th_e central mechanism for Qrganizing resources ou_ts_ide
Series: 21 th_e forma_ll framework of parties _and campaigns. Drawing on the_ legal a_nd pOlItIC&_Il
Spring 2026 science literature, Federal EIe_ctlon Commission data, and media monitoring, this
P.P: 41-77 article addresses the question of what consequences the emergence and

strengthening of Super PACs have had for the financial, communicative, and
Article Type organizational processes of electoral competition. The research hypothesis is that,
by outsourcing channels of fundraising and expenditure, Super PACs have elevated
financial influence from the individual and party level to a networked and self-
reproducing level. The findings of this study, conducted on the basis of a
Article History descriptive-analytical approach and using documentary research, show that since

2010, outside spending has grown exponentially and has captured a significant
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Received: share of electoral messaging from official campaign organizations. Financial
13 September 2025 resources have become concentrated in the hands of a minority of major donors and
Revised: organized consortia, thereby influencing the legislative agenda. Negative

05 June 2026 advertising and techniques such as “redboxing” have shifted potential liabilities
Accepted: from candidates to outside arms. Dark money networks have deepened and
13 July 2026 weakened electoral transparency. Moreover, with the expansion of single-candidate
Published: Super PACs, many party functions have been delegated to expanded networks and

“shadow parties.” The overall result of these developments is that financial
influence in American politics is reproduced not episodically, but through a stable
ISSN — E-ISSN and institutionalized cycle—a cycle that raises serious questions about political
equality, transparency, and the democratic quality of elections in the United States.
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