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Abstract

Volume info A military attack on the territory of a state, even when justified on the grounds of
preventing serious human rights violations, may generate not only legal
Vol. 6 consequences arising from the use of force and the law of armed conflict, but also
Series: 21 subsequent obligations for the intervening state, including the responsibility to
Spring 2026 rebuild. The withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Afghanistan after nearly two
P.P: 78-100 decades of presence raises the question of whether the United States’ obligations
are confined solely to the rules of war, or whether, within the framework of the
Article Type “responsibility to rebuild,” one may speak of an independent and attributable
obligation in the post-conflict period. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach
Research Paper and employing documentary research, this article examines, within the theoretical

framework of the responsibility to rebuild as an extension of jus post bellum and
Article History the responsibility to protect, Security Council documents, U.S. official practice and
statements, reports on the reconstruction of Afghanistan, and relevant doctrines of

Received: peacebuilding. The findings indicate that the United States, through its direct
17 May 2025 involvement in Afghanistan’s security, institutional, and economic processes, as
Revised: well as through reliance on Security Council resolutions and its declared
03 July 2026 reconstruction commitments, provided the basis for attributing responsibility to
Accepted: rebuild. At the same time, the hasty withdrawal of 2021, the collapse of security
13 July 2026 and political structures, the return of the Taliban, and Afghanistan’s continuing
Published: economic and institutional dependency demonstrate that the measures taken in the
22 June 2026 three areas of security, the rule of law, and economic development were neither

sustainable nor consistent with the standards of the responsibility to rebuild.
Accordingly, the responsibility of the United States is to be assessed not in terms
of guaranteeing a desired outcome, but rather in light of its failure to adopt
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Wise, Lindsay, Congressional Republicans Blame Biden for Bungling Afghanistan Pullout, The
Wall Street Journal, 13 August 2021, available at: https://www.wsj.com/articles/congressional-
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Senator), Who is responsible for the Afghanistan withdrawal debacle?, Senator Risch Personal
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Vorobej, M. (2009). “Just War Theory and the Invasion of Afghanistan”, Peace Research
(Canadian Mennonite University),41(2),29-58; Ratner, S R, “Jus Ad Bellum and Jus in Bello
after September 117, American Journal of International Law, vol. 96, no. 4 (2002), pp. 905-
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' International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS)
¥ Responsibility to Prevent

* Responsibility to React
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' Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation (SRAR)
¥ Office of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR):
www.sigar.mil
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' International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
¥ Agreement on Provisional Arrangements in Afghanistan Pending the Re-Establishment of

Permanent Government Institutions (Bonn Agreement), 5 December 2001.
" United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

*Human Security

l v l (eSatese) s ool ol SLIS by pab




63k alghuns 93530 (Fa¥1) ylamslad] 51 ol z9p3 Sl gug Wapel 2y s Glhallgyn walgine [l

L}z,'guTjGﬂ&s.:vﬁﬁ‘}g;@‘ﬁsdy;\ouwdum;}s&,ouw\
O (las 3 b ablio o3 Oluilidl o el 5 g5 (slag 0 SI5L LY o 5 ol ¢ 2o
Jader bl y OOl 5 G T (sl ualy 3 5 S S iin |y 5,5 0T Od S o 51
T ol Oy it (a1 oyl g 0y 5lie ¢ plad Ok 3 gutomad 0Olbon Lol 2 &5 5 Sle
Ls\.thjj:.;J:-J"ui\.ﬁLSL«..")))c(lQUTJi.E.;jLAJ;:.A‘)(Q\)EJ}‘)JD-\:SAQ‘K.GJ:JJA{JW‘)
uaTa&@jéﬁummﬁJﬁJ)«su&iﬂbjsgmwlgﬁ;ﬁ;‘\)t&;
29 Sdes s en 03 28 5Lud 5 OBl Cnd (6,00 Lulg 53 5 (0 ol Slas s 4
el gl 0195 53 (SIGAR, 2021: 80) L5 5o (Oluslidl o Sl 4 Clé: slay sy
Sl 52 47 Olasladl 25 slow | 53 K T (6,5 0 CoMST el S ke s Olzaslidl 53 1S5 T
b OLSSley 4 (Sols O3k 5 A5 os sl g Sltiy Osiks 5 Jee Dy
(Hilpold, 2021) &ls (3b pISL cisles s 5 o 15 Laloyl g 5 s 2 oSl

L 5 Olslidl obs Glay s S8 Oy Lol dies (ol o 5 ol
Sty 4 Oladlidl o Cotal 5 5 slag 5 s Saly g bagy 5 0T G515 5 5 50k
Do el (g5l 4A>@¢w&ifTJucu)gwo,ﬁuw‘@)u S ley ¢ oo
Sl o Pl bt aily (bl sl @ 3 5h e e (Slecd b o ST 5
Wl Sl el sl 3 (BTG (558 (sl ASS aT s S e O

S ey S5 5 5 (LS pter B Ly 58 0056 LoaS b 5 e Sl ] o o
SAN313lg b ey o sl3 slawsl B b5l las iz b el b s 3L b o5l
5 Ol 88 Gaim 3l plp Colem 0ld bojole Oy Laslgs ol LT ot bl oSt
T 51 a8 3 go Sl I8 o b Il 1 (6,0 Gl Slauas il 03 (08 el
ol os Sl Sl 3L Ol e Olslal Ll 65,5 53 LS e glos 28 sl &S Wl
SIGAR, ) rfb}:sraf 3 OL_:A)J&}_}LAM_,.&L»)J& 3,15 3y HeiS
oM (650 S S 53 Ol5 oo 1) aBlObe il sld I &5 50 K g .(2021: 101-102
SIGAR, ) diss oo bbb sl s a0 laslidl sbaeS 08 deT s I s 5 (6 sbar 3505

' Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF)

@




15 30T (53 pudl)y woslallos

Sl 3 Oliasladl s g5kl Lgy 457 dms oo QLIS |y Comdly oyl LAJ:J\;,? o) (2021: 102
3l 130 ) e ses slezel 5 SIlde (el Ol p3Y Lig

SLS 056 CaS 5 e Sl izl & Wl slizel O Bicalo ) pan 5 G
o5 Oles o i Gy o Gl QLS Sl el 2y Gyl OLASL &S 3 55 oo Gien (v ys
Bsi 5 o Bgim oL 0T Jlesl &8 Fadstlta I 53 O5L e 5 Olabile 3 5 b § a0y sl
Fr G s 2l b 02 K 1 ST 3550 pl D) o (Dl 03 il S
Williams ) daT sl s s 0 (3 50 OT sl K iy ol sls 43 aS (0l ) g m Ilen
o wféﬂg 5 St Slae e sl )8 g5l 0l ¢ o) L «(and Caldwell, 2006: 318
Yoo Sl e ol ey e 2l 5 1 S e 5l @ 5 5 Bl Sl aE @
el

@ S g 5 S a5 S5 ol bl ol ) 5 @Bl dr g Lo )3 ol
W3k e AT gabasil iy G 55 gl Ol o b il allss s lute o (s (S5lmbo
@laalasdl 51 5 bt 05 el (s 45T L(ICISS, 20011 42) (il JIbl dxw s s
st eyl Cona [5 D] G im0 Gsi (7 Ml omel el (S 1035680
Caslie pde kY 5 S &S cad J- 5 o) (Williams and Caldwell, 2006: 318) (sl
35S ol 5o bl dan g e 4 DU by, ol 53 GRO1 s ey Slas 0 5 02
35

To ol Ml eSS 4wl slamsl S Olnilidl slasl Sl s &S
8 gte o ge i3S ol 53 QUL (lag s Os I gtes 4 gmie oS Olslidl IS T
ol eSSl 5 0T (655 0 ¢SSL el slduil 5 5 5i87 pl 55 dmu 5 Glaasl i
oo ol 53 Ol jgal 55 dowte Jlo 535 sinled b3 8 (Ml Il gla0bejle
OUL [ 556 & o] odly Sgs 4 ams g opl g i pts &Sy BB Coum 1S e Oled
S 4y 2 0 sdas Ll 5 0 4S5 5 a5 (g3laml Lus 55T, OT pdilole! jI Ll el
355 Oludlidl 1 08 daly 51 paae = g0 (5,8 S o pp ool (e (LS S 8

(Lyons, 2021) (.13 £ s 4 b s g1 1y Oleuilid] &ls)

l 10 l (Ptse) s ool gols oSl ol pubis




63k alghuns 93530 (Fa¥1) ylamslad] 51 ol z9p3 Sl gug Wapel 2y s Glhallgyn walgine [l

Kol g 3l o O ditd SaiSs 5 oyl oSG8 o Olailidl) sbasl s (1SS
o olyls sl i gme golle (655TOb 5 5S> s 4 (oolaml (g5l l das e Ol
T st ST UL Sl 5l Ll O s LS 5 (Slanm 5 Slatals B 5
S okile Bb atwly g ,m SLESS 6 ans 53 b &S 5y g ksl

A g drm s Sl p ) e LSL“(‘\f g5 D1 5 G T g3 0387 ool Ol o garea s
Koils) i Conds 33 S 5 LIRBIL, Sp f Gl 5 Dl elezrl 5 (solas
ol 0 Jool (55287 pl s LS55 5 Madl o Jbo claeSS & Oluaslidl (gl
Lol 5 Mol drw g Glaasl 5 o b Sl ol sl Oliuilidl | &,_JJG,J,- S
5T 5555 Sdie 5 5520 55 el laOlesle 5 s (sla, 558 3 Olilidl I gs e
L sl b sl gl 4 15 T a3 ¢ Kos Sle w850y s 41 5387 ul g3 e
et 3 SIS (Sl T s atls gLkl can g S (el 35 A )
Cod s (2 b ol (Slis clamd s ool 5l OT 51 e (Ul LS 5 eandsl ok
3,8 ol Sk

S 5 doms

% ekd et iS5 s Sldalae 0ds & O gty S50 @5l S s di
e s €Ki 1 g B 6o Olon g 53 sl 0 s iy G i
5o b B Sl (goleia g et 5 S8 LB gy Ml S s Aol 8
4 g ot Jlo oy Jlo Fsa ol 53 g0 ¢ Jis dgm & Ol soa (g5l jb ol e
Sl 435 )3t 5 5550 Cylom s 5 (S5lupeho 3 okt (slausT 3 5 i Ol e
5 01 Sme Ole 5o S o )sT Gl & &K 51 ey Gsbm Obe S 15 0T Ol s
eyt 5 4 45T 5 5 GV 5b Sl 208 15 5 Caslen g o e 55 SdIST O i Lo
]

(s o sllan g3 il (gl Tttt I g3 a0 Gl dgm fueoss (glims 40 o s o)
Rl i 518 0155 55 T b 5 Sk eI shnn 5l e (sl &S

@




15 30T (53 pudl)y woslallos

33 S@\ﬁ: S 5S ade gl gs iy sl Al abete A (o gs ) cjin.s Sls
S5l S 3503 3 gy (S i flie 53 S B 5yl e JB ST o d
3,8 o S 5538 Kos sty ol dst e G sl Bl 53 4T ool (g1
s (Sen (533l S stn 4 b o Sl cdomze Jho Ol el S ey 4 5 2
o5 s il 2 28 OT 8 Wlos S s e S 508 ol G2 b 511 (S 2
O35 ol 33 S3La3l S ghen 85 okge 5 ASTE 5 Wiy 2y pollas Aotloke 51 ey 01555 &
R

Sloss aasbabs 4 Sl GY b s )i 5k 51K T s colslidl 3550 4o
(3Ll Sl pMel 5 (651l 5 el (slaslgs L ool 5 b o refts Sl (ol
L YY) s ol el B OT &y (53l s 457315 13 e 53 15 35
3 ls lslle 4 Ol b b sbul Gl w3l sladel 51 age S S 51
LBl 5 3 (AU S ke 53 hildonte 5 1 0T 5 5 L ST gl il €35 0l gie oS0l
LAl S st e el aly 6 e o) 53 KT s (5o B el ol
Ll ol sl Il 5Ll sl (b a6l g plasil o

kg ESG s b L5 o Ol oMl (6 spamr (s 183 )15 laslgiiny Eo
il gbaes g 5o 1) Olslasl 5SS T T~ lailate Gladely aamaie Soledy s — B i
S (3l Ll Ol s 5 (s 03 7 S e g BlarlB 65 o el OB il
38 parn 53 Ol Loy 4 Ly e Glasl8) 52 B o Wil 0 6 5850 ) cpsd
Gk Sl ensn 050 6,8y Glatki Gl 5 L Gt s e Jo Ol
Ol a5 5 Gl Sotel y K eT 5 5 BT 05lys (o550 sl 5518 ol 5 5
Uil lailate S 55le skl Sl e s b 6,8 3 Ll Olnl cp g
Oljle le olaobjle 53 1y &Y g o Sbzs s s o O Gl AU sl
2 el S 2 b Sl ()n Olejle 5 salaml 5K Dlejl ¢ WDl (5, Ken
o308 ozt o 5| (6 S ols (Ml O g 51 s a5l 555 7 o ¢ i e
Pl dr g 4 5 s ool e O3 53 Sl e (el 55 Sldga 55> o)l )

l v l (Ptse) s ool gols oSl ol pubis




63k alghuns 93530 (Fa¥1) ylamslad] 51 ol z9p3 Sl gug Wapel 2y s Glhallgyn walgine [l

148 4 Wl Ol 4 wliss iy S8 48 8 ety LS LS Ko I g Gk
.Jﬁf@lhdbd)é&é;@b)fﬁf\i

@




15 30T (53 pudl)y woslallos

Translated References to English

Akbarpour Almeh Joghi, A., Salehi Vasigh, M.R., & Mokarami Pour, M.B. (2022).
US Security Strategy in Afghanistan (2001-2021): John Mersheimer's Conceptual
Framework for Offensive Realism. American Strategic Studies, 2(3), 153-180.
https://doi.org/ 10.27834743/ASS.2206.1104 [In Persian]

Aminian, B., & Karami Ghahroudy, M. (2012). American Strategy "State - Nation
Building" in Afghanistan. Political Knowledge, 8(15).
https://doi.org/10.30497/pk.2012.779 [In Persian]

Athari Allaf, H., Gazerani, S., & Arian Manesh, M. (2022). The US Presence and Exit
from Afghanistan: Theory of Justly War. American Strategic Studies, 2(1), 125—
145. https://doi.org/10.27834743/ASS.2212.1065 [In Persian]

Ayub, F., & Kouvo, S. (2008). Righting The Course? Humanitarian Intervention, The
War on Terror and The Future of Afghanistan. International Affairs, 84(4).

Boutros-Ghali, B. (1992). An Agenda for Peace: Preventive Diplomacy, Peacemaking
and Peace-Keeping: Report of The Secretary-General Pursuant to The Statement
Adopted by The Summit Meeting of The Security Council on 31 January 1992.
United Nations Department of Public Information.

Connah, L. (2021). US Intervention in Afghanistan: Justifying The Unjustifiable?
South Asia Research, 41(1). https://doi.org/10.1177/0262728020964609

Council on Foreign Relations. (n.d.). The U.S. War in Afghanistan: 1999-2021.
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan

Deamegardichian, R., Azin, A., & Yazdani Zazerani, M.R. (2022). Justice and Just
War from the Point of View of Saint Augustine. Political Sociology, 4(16).
https://doi.org/10.30510/psi.2022.279658.1635 [In Persian]

Dashtgerd, M., & Khorasani, P. (2022). Joe Biden and The Taliban's Re-Takeover of
Afghanistan: A Pre-Determined Plan or a Strategic Failure? American Strategic
Studies, 2(6), 43-66. https://doi.org/10.27834743/ASS.2203.1081 [In Persian]

Eid, M.W.S. (2002). The Application of Jus Ad Bellum and Jus in Bello to The Conflict
in Afghanistan [Master’s thesis, The American University in Cairo].

Heidarifard, M., & Pour Ghassab Amiri, A. (1400). The Ambiguities of International
Humanitarian Law Application on World War against Terrorism. Studies of
International Relations, 14(45), 9-33. [In Persian]

Hilpold, P. (2021). The Afghan War and The Responsibility to Rebuild. EJIL: Talk!
Blog of the European Journal of International Law. https://www.gjiltalk.org/the-
afghan-war-and-the-responsibility-to-rebuild/

International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty. (2001). The
Responsibility to Protect: Report of The International Commission on Intervention
and State Sovereignty. International Development Research Centre.

International Law Commission of the United Nations (ILC). (2001). Responsibility of
States for Internationally Wrongful Acts: Text and Commentaries of The
International Law Commission.

Lafeber, W. (2002). The Bush Doctrine. Diplomatic History, 26(4), 543-558.

l a9 l (Ptse) s ool gols oSl ol pubis




63k alghuns 93530 (Fa¥1) ylamslad] 51 ol z9p3 Sl gug Wapel 2y s Glhallgyn walgine [l

Lietzau, W. K. (2004). Old Laws, New Wars: Jus Ad Bellum in An Age of Terrorism.
Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law, 8, 383-455.

Livingston, A. (2021). Texas Congressman Michael McCaul says Biden
Administration “totally blew” Afghanistan withdrawal. The Texas Tribune.
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/08/15/michael-mccaul-texas-congress-
afghanistan-biden/

Lyons, D. (2021). Briefing to the United Nations Security Council by the Secretary-
General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan. United Nations Assistance
Mission  in  Afghanistan.  https://unama.unmissions.org/briefing-special-
representative-deborah-lyons-security-council-5

Mbaeze, N.C., Ezechi, K.C., & Nnamani, F. V. (2024). The Role of International Law
and Diplomacy in Inter-State Relations: Implications for Afghanistan and
American War Relations. European Journal of Theoretical and Applied Sciences,
2(1), 513-525. https://doi.org/10.59324/ejtas.2024.2(1).44

McGlinchey, S. (2009). International Law and The Bush Doctrine. E-International
Relations. https://www.e-ir.info/2009/09/09/international-law-and-the-bush-
doctrine/

Mirmohammadi, M.S. (2011). The Legitimacy of The Crusades from The Perspective
of Christian Clergymen and Its Comparison with The Nature of Muslims’ Jihad
Against the Crusaders. Knowledge of Religions, 2(2), 89-116. [In Persian]

Moosavi Zonooz, M. (2015). A Review of The Law of War and Peace from The
Viewpoint of Hugo Grotius. Public Law Studies, 45(1), 83-106.
https://doi.org/10.22059/jplsq.2015.53723 [In Persian]

Norouzi, P., & Khademi, M. (2025). Analyzing the U.S. Withdrawal from
Afghanistan through the Lens of Systems Theory. American Strategic Studies,
5(1), 89-121. https://doi.org/10.47176/asr.2025.1291 [In Persian]

Office of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction. (n.d.).
SIGAR. https://www.sigar.mil

Quigley, J. (2003). The Afghanistan war and self-defense. Valparaiso University Law
Review, 37(2), 541-562.

Quinn, M. (2021). Kinzinger says “a lot of people” to blame for missteps in Afghan
withdrawal. CBS News. https://www.chsnews.com/news/adam-kinzinger-blame-
afghanistan-withdrawal-face-the-nation/

Ranjbar, A. (2015). Challenges Encountered by International Humanitarian Law in
the Development of Military Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. International Studies,
12(46), 103-133. [In Persian]

Ranjkesh, M.J. (2023). An Analysis of the Legitimacy of "International Holy War" in
the Political Thought of Thomas Aquinas. Public Law Studies, 53(1), 251-266.
https://doi.org/10.22059/jplsq.2020.267646.1842 [In Persian]

Ratner, S. R. (2002). Jus Ad Bellum and Jus in Bello After September 11. The
American Journal of International Law, 96(4). https://doi.org/10.2307/3070687

Risch, J. (2021). Who Is Responsible for The Afghanistan Withdrawal Debacle?
Senator Risch Personal Website.

@




15 30T (53 pudl)y woslallos

https://www.risch.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2021/10/who-is-responsible-for-
the-afghanistan-withdrawal-debacle

Saryazdi, A., & Baghaee Haraneh, E. (2005). The Legality of American Use of Force
against Afghanistan and Irag. International Studies, 2(5), 187-203 [In Persian]

Shaw, M. (2010). International Law (M. H. Vaghar, Trans.; 3rd ed.). Ettela’at
Publications. [In Persian]

Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction. (2021, October 30).
Quarterly report to the United States Congress: 53rd quarterly report on the status
of reconstruction in Afghanistan.

Stahn, C. (2006). Jus Ad Bellum, Jus in Bello ... Jus Post Bellum? Rethinking The
Conception of The Law of Armed Force. European Journal of International Law,
17(5), 921-943.

Tadjdini, A. (2021). Inviting A Wolf to The Table: The 2020 US-Taliban Agreement
and Questions of State Responsibility. EJIL: Talk! Blog of the European Journal
of International Law. https://www.ejiltalk.org/inviting-a-wolf-to-the-table-the-
2020-us-taliban-agreement-and-questions-of-state-responsibility/

The White House. (2021). Remarks by President Biden on Afghanistan.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-
remarks/2021/08/16/remarks-by-president-biden-on-afghanistan/

U.S. Department of State. (n.d.). Special Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation. https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/secretary-of-state/special-
representative-for-afghanistan-reconciliation/

United Nations Development Programme. (1994). Human Development Report 1994:
New dimensions of human security. Oxford University Press.

United Nations. (2001). Afghanistan. S.C. Res. 1378, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1378.

United Nations. (2001). Afghanistan. S.C. Res. 1386, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1386.

United Nations. (2006). Protection Of Civilians in Armed Conflict. S.C. Res. 1674,
U.N. Doc. S/IRES/1674.

United Nations. (2011). Libya. S.C. Res. 1973, U.N. Doc. S/IRES/1973.

Vorobej, M. (2009). Just War Theory and The Invasion of Afghanistan. Peace
Research, 41(2).

Williams, R. E., & Caldwell, D. (2006). Jus Post Bellum: Just War Theory and The
Principles of Just Peace. International Studies Perspectives, 7(4), 309-320.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1528-3585.2006.00256.x

Wise, L. (2021). Congressional Republicans Blame Biden for Bungling Afghanistan
Pullout. The Wall Street Journal. https://www.wsj.com/articles/congressional-
republicans-blame-biden-for-bungling-afghanistan-pullout-11628893595

Zolein, P. (2012). Foundations of Public International Law (7th ed.). Center of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [In Persian]

l -\ l (Ple) s olol ol oLk sl puki




