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Abstract

Following the end of the Second World War, the United States was able, by
relying on its economic, military, and institutional power, to construct a liberal
order that for several decades constituted the principal framework of global
interactions. Nevertheless, developments in recent decades—including the rise of
China and Russia, structural crises in the West, and internal challenges within the
United States—have indicated that the U.S.-centered order is undergoing relative
decline, even though the United States is unlikely to relinquish its global leadership
role without resistance. Accordingly, the central question of this study is: how did
the United States respond, during Trump’s first presidential term (2017-2021), to
the transition toward a post-American order, and what effects did these responses
have on America’s hegemonic position? Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach and employing documentary research, this study examines the historical
and theoretical trajectory of the decline of the liberal order, the characteristics of a
post-American order, and, ultimately, Trump’s measures in response to this trend
and their consequences. The findings indicate that U.S. foreign policy during
Trump’s first term did not take shape within the framework of restoring liberal
global leadership; rather, it was formulated within a pattern of defensive hegemony.
Within this framework, the Trump administration sought to contain the process of
de-Americanization and prevent the consolidation of such an order by employing
instruments of hard power and geoeconomic statecraft, including military build-up,
tariff wars, extraterritorial sanctions, and coercive diplomacy. However, owing to
unilateralism, the weakening of multilateral institutions, and the erosion of allies’
trust, these policies not only failed to halt the trend of de-Americanization, but also
accelerated the multipolarization of the international system and reduced the
hegemonic legitimacy of the United States.
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