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Abstract

The re-empowerment of Donald Trump reflects signs of trends indicative of a
“change” in U.S. foreign policy. Proceeding from the assumption that Trump’s
foreign policy is concentrated on three countries in three regions—Russia in
Eurasia, Iran in West Asia, and China in the Asia-Pacific—this article addresses the
question of what goals and strategy the signs of change in Trump’s U.S. foreign
policy reflect in confronting the new focal points of conflict. The hypothesis is that
the changing trends in Trump’s foreign policy reflect signs of a strategy of
“delegating security responsibilities to regional (European) allies,” “maximizing
layered pressures (against Iran),” and “rebalancing (vis-a-vis China),” so as to bring
about rapid crisis management (“peace through strength”) in Europe and West Asia,
and temporally calibrated threat management in the Asia-Pacific. The applied
objective of the article is to arrive at strategic implications for the sphere of Iran’s
foreign policy through a theoretical explanation of Trump’s foreign policy. The
theoretical foundation of the article is neoclassical realism, so that the signs of
change in U.S. foreign policy may be identified on the basis of variables at both the
unit and systemic levels. Within this framework, and based on a descriptive-
analytical approach, the method of documentary study is employed in order to
explain the new strategy of U.S. foreign policy on the basis of ongoing event-trend
indicators. The findings suggest that, in Trump’s foreign policy, West Asia and
Europe are no longer regarded as vital interests of the United States, but rather as
important interests; by contrast, the Asia-Pacific has come to occupy the sphere of
its vital interests. Accordingly, Trump’s ultimate strategy is one of rebalancing
against China.
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