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Abstract

The grand strategy of the United States has, in every era, been shaped by regional
and extra-regional factors that create both opportunities and threats within the
international system. In this context, the present study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine the influence of China on the grand strategy of the
United States in West Asia during the period spanning the presidencies of Barack
Obama through Joe Biden. The central research question is: How has China
influenced the U.S. grand strategy in West Asia between 2008 and 2024? The
findings indicate that China’s actions in the political, economic, and military-
technological domains have prompted the United States to pursue coalition-building
strategies aimed at countering China’s growing influence in key strategic regions,
including West Asia. In this regard, China has emerged as a significant extra-
regional variable driving the U.S. toward an offshore balancing strategy in West
Asia. Through multifaceted initiatives, China has challenged U.S. interests across
political-diplomatic, economic, and military dimensions. A major component of the
United States’ coalition-building efforts in West Asia has focused on deterring and
countering Chinese intervention and influence- particularly by discouraging its
allies, such as the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), from aligning
with China. Key tactics within this offshore balancing strategy include shadow
management, leveraging liberal democratic norms, coalition-building, simultaneous
emphasis on threat balancing to maintain regional power equilibrium, and efforts to
delegate responsibility to regional partners and allies in shaping the desired security
order. This study is qualitative in nature and employs a document-based research
methodology, utilizing library sources for data collection and analysis.
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