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Abstract

The global politics of the 21st century is shaped by the contest between a hegemonic
network power and opposing forces, forming a standard model of competition. This article
seeks to analyze, using a qualitative network approach, the impact of Iran on the weakening of
the U.S. network order in the West Asian region. The main research question is: How has
Iran, as a network actor, contributed to the weakening of the U.S. network order in West Asia?
According to the hypothesis, Iran- acting with medium-level agency and employing a
"Resistance Network" programming strategy- has challenged the normative credibility of the
U.S. network order in the region. The findings indicate that Iran, in its standard confrontation
with the U.S. network order, oscillates between roles as a revisionist, connective, independent,
and anti-hegemonic actor with high agency. In this context, Iran has formed both
homogeneous and semi-homogeneous affiliated networks in West Asia. Through strategies
such as blocking, creating alternative channels, and fostering minority solidarity- and by
refusing to play a complementary role in the threefold U.S. network programming model- Iran
has established a new standard in West Asia. This new standard has hindered the
programming and installation of the U.S. neoliberal standard in the region. Furthermore, the
U.S. network power under Trump has faced fundamental disruption in imposing its network
standard on Iran’s network in West Asia, due to extremely low compatibility and excessive
changes in the operating system code of the global network order. The lack of compatibility,
ideological heterogeneity, and the high cost of standard conflicts between the Iranian and
American networks have prevented any form of standardization and comprehensive coding of
a U.S.-centric network order in West Asia by Iran.
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