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Abstract

Systems theory, as one of the prominent approaches in the humanities—especially
within political science—allows for the analysis of various events through a distinct
perspective. This theory, by emphasizing the interrelation and interaction of a
system's components, facilitates a more comprehensive understanding of phenomena
as part of an interconnected whole. This study seeks to examine the U.S. withdrawal
from Afghanistan within the framework of systems theory. The U.S. failure in the
Afghanistan war (2001-2021) and its inability to achieve its objectives marked a
turning point in the growing skepticism over its hegemonic supremacy. Diverging
views have been raised regarding the decline of American hegemony, and the
withdrawal from Afghanistan without tangible achievements has intensified both
hope and concern among American elites. The central research question is: How can
the withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan be explained and interpreted
based on systems theory? Relying on an explanatory approach and utilizing
documentary research methods, the study suggests that crises in the U.S. economic,
political, and military systems have undermined its superiority in the international
arena and negatively affected its hegemonic standing. The failure of Washington's
declared policies in Afghanistan, the Taliban's return to power, and the pressures
exerted by the proactive conduct of powerful international actors—indicative of
shifting realities in the international system—Ied the United States to reconsider its
foundational dominance strategies in the West Asian region in order to prevent
further decline. To illustrate and operationalize this, the study also employs
theoretical modeling techniques.
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Estimated Congressional Appropriations and Spending in
Current Billions of U.S. Dollars, Excluding Future Interest
Payments and Future Costs for Veterans Care

KEY

B Defense Department Overseas Estimated Interest on War
Contingency Operations (0C0) Borrowing to Date
(War) Budget
State Department 0CO W Veterans' Care for Afghan
(war) Budget War Vets to Date
Defense Department Base

Budget War-Related Increases

= $20313 TRILLION TOTAL
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FRED o/ === Federal Debt Held by Foreign and International Investors as Percent of Gross Domestic Product
40

Percent of GDP
.

1975 1960 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

(statista, 2024) Y+YE 5 VAVe Jlo 51 1S el (sla_ady il 53l L5, =15y

sl s gk 9 ok o Olisladl oolla) Wil 1 odoee YL eies 5Ll il

S o Sl s (530 3 g SIS 528 61 ey Lo o gus 5 pdd SV
S Ul o 5 03 Spdomn sl K eT (sl 530l s (sle DLl 550 )
P et 5 ey £ bl l o3y pa 5o 15 6T ps ol Jlo s 51 K
SV 5 05 o Sl eShid Oy I Wl oS 5 Kiles 5 g Jd! ol 51 sl
Ol g LSl s Olwdlidl 53 el 5 oollss glasls )l 351 g 55 b6 3 5m " 0o
> (Sharan, 2023) Wsls e @1yl olas 3550 5 oo guast Sl (St Sladks ¢ ollas
Ao phcte Sodoia VLI pulidnns Olojle 5 G joT g5 o)l 5 (5 m | S e Jl
33 cppd (AT o Jols s ol ol aa Sikme wlin (5113 Dldlidl sl o L5 o
A BT 387 U551 Y3 0k 5V B 1 53 ol s (5 i (ST 06 ol
FaieZ,)@lé?&).&e&us;Q&ble{Sé}bé:ﬁouw%xz}ctﬁdﬂfdp:@

LG s pliel Ohaslidl 4 K 8T s Sjl5s sm 5 Slos o35 Y+ rq Jlu s 2010

! Halliburton

2 Blackwater
3Raytheon

4 Lockheed Martin
5 USGS

I L\ I (pMusdlagle) cyuns olol zols oLEILS (poke sl pads




g &g 53y J lmdladl 31 1S xoT o Sxios¥l z9ya Sishyd w) Il

G b Sl (gl 5 plulis |y Sme e odouze VLT alid e Olejl (6K
SVl Ll o oyt il 45 S (M YA Lo 3058l ST (g p00b
o585 ol e 15 T cla 23l 35mm 5 b il ails of on 4 eT s 4¥s 55U VLY
sled & dias o OLis Calies gla )18 axlge (gocbae SMSCtn b Oladlil 53 Skme
Uao 552 ol BIal 3iomd 31 o 1S 53 Camad 5 (ol cmmlin (Sast L 53 55 03 25
cﬂ;axxﬁw\/\;tﬁgﬁaf,Lf&ifTCugc,,Uﬂbe,ﬁ‘dmow4{.,\;,\:“
ol Sl e ulg 3 K 6T L(Rose, 2016) Ll Pl 40 ) Gan (glae s ol 55
‘Qﬁ.L;;J,sma,fw,a.wl;ouwt@m@uju)@uﬁ,«@ﬁzﬁgsﬁﬁ
S o IS men 13 S Laal ;¥ 35U Y 3550 1y 6 e Octme Szl sl 3
SyaT s 4 ,¥s s5lee VO E55l a ly Los el ojsm 5o 38 5 ci ol sls,l 3 T e
.(Hashemi, 2025)
b Sdino) Y-Y

T Ol s prans ool ikibes Jal 32 51 (G50 (gl iy 53 Olaslidl 5SS 0T 25 5
o e ol K0T (oS ol Ll d s 4 Oadldl 51 s y6 55 2 (e
(Sl el 1o e bl My Clos gy Jlall s oS 55 55587l D8 J Bl ¢l
Ol S Ol pss Sl K Sl iy o dote VLI Bhs Comige oS el 5k
sl o8 Lo e 0T s oS Sl (gylaasle u Slex el ol b b Jsuams (05030
o T (b oy I3l (Y 2Y N7 (ol I ) s pllas ] (635 jo e O ey odouze Y|
334 i a5 53 ol Pl amalr 53 5 5L 0T oo e 5 ol 2alS slinn 4y
Bdizme 35 gl sls s s Tl bt el 615 L s VoYY L
4[] Gl Jo b5 (05 K3 K T 5 ol Il a5y G T sutomze VLT ol ol

(Franco, 2021: 10) wal jlsedgs 1) Hall i 0l (¢ 05 5 2 (gulow )8 &S Ol ge

'MCC
2CNPC
3 European Council on Foreign Relations

Vo€ ol | 0348 oplouds | @iy Juw I qy I




o 00T 53 10 lalllos &3 puiss

Do you think the political system of the United States works well or

is broken? in per cent
Great Britain 36 4 | 8 1|
Sweden KK 34 20 2
Portugal 25
Poland JiB 9 L a0 |
Netherlands 27 4
Italy Vi 31 | S EA
Hungary | L4 10 |
France 27 39 L6 3]
Spain 25 / 28 5 |
Denmark 19 52
Germany 34 |16 3]
Total 25 36
MW Completely broken ™ Somewhat broken
Don’t know B Works somewhat well B Works very well

Source: ECFR-commissioned data from Datapraxis and YouGov
ECFR - ecfreu

ECFR-commissioned date ) el gla,sis ple b 5l KJ_J,J vy o o S e=e Ol 0= 15 503

(from Datapraxis and YouGov, 2021
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Do you believe that, in ten years’ time, China will be a stronger power
than the US? in per cent

Great Britain 15 43
Sweden 10 42 24 5
Portugal 22 50

Poland 14 35

Netherlands |1 43 23 5

Italy 29 43
Hungary [N 37
France 19 43
Spain 20 50
Denmark [l 40
Germany 15 41
Total 17 42

M Yes, defintely ™ Yes, probably Don't know M No, probably not B Definitely not

Source: ECFR-commissioned data from Datapraxis and YouGov
ECFR - ecfreu

ECFR-commissioned date from ) eaoT ale Ve 55 1K 6T 5 o S smes Ol oo S 515 903
(Datapraxis and YouGov, 2021
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150 Obama

Péak

120 140,000 troops
10 ( US trox
‘ 90
@ Bush o Trump
2 60
3 . Start Current 5o
1,300 troops 19.009 tnr.OO.PS
30

(0]
October 7, 2001 May 2, 2071 December 28, 2014
US launches war US forces kill Osama Coalition formally ends
bin Laden in Pakistan ombat mission
[ rerublican us president [} pemocrat Us president . NATO/allies
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ST  Source: US Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction | Data as of April 2021 ALJAZEERA
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(US Special inspector General for Afghanstan Reconstruction, 2021)
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ESTIMATED DIRECT WAR DEATHS IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN (OCTUBER ZOU1-AUGUST Z021)

Afghanistan Pakistan Total
US Military 2,324 - 2,324
US DOD Civilian 6 - 6
US Contractors 3,917 80 4,007
National Military and Police 69,095 9,431 78,526
Other Allied Troops 1,144 - 1,144
Civilians 46,319 24,099 70,418
Oppaosition Fighters 52,893 32,838 85,731
Journalists and Media Workers? 74 87 161
Humanitarian Aid Workers® 446 105 551
TOTAL 176,206 66,650 242,856
TOTAL ROUNDED 176,000 67,000 243,000

Brown ) I o1 (6 seer ol cilisie (gla 6,53 5o Sl Ol slaas A= ls sl
(University, 2022
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80 Days of violence as a percentage of the year
70
60 —
50 |—
w0 |- 298 332 406 424 .
3C attacks over attacks over attacks over attacks over 9 5
20 195 203 207 235 days

16 days days days days

0 L I ! 1

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

hanistan S &3 CRRN ) L Kabul
124 attacks
Nangarhar
155 attacks
Kandahar 5 sl .
TS attacks = Fers-smasem s 7 R Ghazni
\gainst civilians f 98 attacks
)gainst civilian: &
[@IolElo) . &
S= BY _NC__SA Source: The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project | Data: Jan 1, 2017 - April 30, 2021 DS ALJAZEERA
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(Location, 2021
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TOTAL CIVILIAN CASUALTIES
1 JANUARY TO 30 JUNE 2009-2021
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! Political and Social Integration

2 Stability of Democratic Institutions
3Rule of Law

4 Political Participation
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