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Abstract

Systems theory, as one of the prominent approaches in the humanities—especially
within political science—allows for the analysis of various events through a distinct
perspective. This theory, by emphasizing the interrelation and interaction of a
system's components, facilitates a more comprehensive understanding of
phenomena as part of an interconnected whole. This study seeks to examine the
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan within the framework of systems theory. The
U.S. failure in the Afghanistan war (2001-2021) and its inability to achieve its
objectives marked a turning point in the growing skepticism over its hegemonic
supremacy. Diverging views have been raised regarding the decline of American
hegemony, and the withdrawal from Afghanistan without tangible achievements
has intensified both hope and concern among American elites. The central research
question is: How can the withdrawal of the United States from Afghanistan be
explained and interpreted based on systems theory? Relying on an explanatory
approach and utilizing documentary research methods, the study suggests that crises
in the U.S. economic, political, and military systems have undermined its
superiority in the international arena and negatively affected its hegemonic
standing. The failure of Washington's declared policies in Afghanistan, the
Taliban's return to power, and the pressures exerted by the proactive conduct of
powerful international actors—indicative of shifting realities in the international
system—Iled the United States to reconsider its foundational dominance strategies
in the West Asian region in order to prevent further decline. To illustrate and
operationalize this, the study also employs theoretical modeling techniques.
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Do you believe that, in ten years’ time, China will be a stronger power
than the US? in per cent

Great Britain
Sweden
Portugal

Poland
Netherlands
Italy
Hungary
France
Spain
Denmark
Germany

Total

M Yes, defintely ™ Yes, probably Don'tknow M No, probably not M Definitely not

Source: ECFR-C issioned data from D
ECFR - ecfreu

praxis and YouGov
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(ECFR-commissioned date from Datapraxis and YouGov, 2021)
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g 920
5 Start Current 5.,
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ESTIMATED DIRECT WAR DEATHS IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN (OCTUBER ZOU1-AUGUST Z021)

Afghanistan Pakistan Total
US Military 2,324 - 2,324
US DOD Civilian 6 - 6
US Contractors 3,917 80 4,007
National Military and Police 69,095 9,431 78,526
Other Allied Troops 1,144 - 1,144
Civilians 46,319 24,099 70,418
Oppaosition Fighters 52,893 32,838 85,731
Journalists and Media Workers? 74 87 161
Humanitarian Aid Workers® 446 105 551
TOTAL 176,206 66,650 242,856
TOTAL ROUNDED 176,000 67,000 243,000
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1 Political and Social Integration

2 Stability of Democratic Institutions
3 Rule of Law

4 Political Participation

5 State - Nation Building
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