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Abstract

Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 brought about profound
geopolitical changes in international relations. This event reignited the longstanding

Research Paper  debate over America’s global role and raised questions regarding the U.S. strategy

toward Russia in the context of the Ukraine conflict (2014—2023). Accordingly, this

I study seeks to answer the question: What were the political-security strategies of

the first Trump and Biden administrations regarding the Ukraine conflict, and what

Received: similarities and differences can be observed between their approaches? Using a
06 March 2025 descriptive-analytical approach and document-based comparison of the two
Revised: administrations’ strategies, the study assumes that Biden’s policies continued the
30 May 2025 trajectory of Trump’s with a stricter approach aimed at countering Russian
Accepted: hegemony over its periphery, within the framework of “security and survival.” The
09 June 2023 findings, based on the theory of offensive realism, reveal that the two presidents
;“Jli'zhz%gé employed different theoretical foundations. Trump and his populist ideals attempted
b P 153186 to distance US fc_)relgn policy from the tradlponal elite-driven stance towa}rd
Moscow, seeking instead to reduce confrontation and foster cooperation with

T Russia, thereby adopting a soft-balancing approach aimed at global peace and
ISSN: 2821-0247 economic prosperity. However, Biden’s liberal internationalism compelled him to

E-ISSN: 2783-4743 take a more hardline stance against Russia. Consequently, Biden acted against Putin
| to uphold the peace that liberal democrats have strived to establish since World War

II. As a result, Biden’s strategy shifted toward intensified sanctions, Russia’s
expulsion from the G7, and increased military and economic support for Ukraine.
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