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Abstract

The U.S. war in Afghanistan stands as one of the most significant events of the
post-communist era during the 2000s, exerting profound and far-reaching impacts on
the structure of the international system and U.S. foreign policy. The Afghanistan
war, characterized as a form of attritional warfare, has influenced America’s political
and media landscapes, shaping behavioral patterns in its approach to Afghanistan. In
this context, the United States, alongside Hollywood as a power-building catalyst,
has contributed to the media representation of war as a struggle for peace and
security. Hollywood’s media portrayal during the War on Terror, particularly in
countries like Afghanistan, has fundamentally aimed at constructing an American-
centric order. Given this premise, the central question of this research is: What are
the signs embedded in Hollywood’s cinematic narratives of the U.S. war in
Afghanistan, and what goals do they pursue? The objective of this study is to analyze
the U.S. war in Afghanistan through the lens of semiotic framing and the construction
of self and the other. This goal rests on the hypothesis that films like War Machine
and The Outpost seek to promote American order-building in Afghanistan. The
methodological approach of this study is grounded in media semiotics with an
international relations perspective. It directly engages with the aforementioned films
to address the central research question.

Keywords: U.S, Afghanistan War, Semiotics, War Machine, The Outpost,
Hollywood.
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