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Abstract

The nature of engagement with the United States has been a fundamental issue since
the onset of the Islamic Revolution. However, this subject has received limited theoretical
attention within the discourse of the Islamic Revolution and the thoughts of the Supreme
Leader. By examining the Leader’s viewpoints, a deeper understanding of the ideological
foundations that guide the Islamic Republic of Iran's stance toward the United States can
be achieved. In this context, the research addresses the question: How can the issue of
America in the Supreme Leader's thought be explained within the framework of
Rubinstein and Smith's theory? The hypothesis suggests that his confrontational stance
toward the United States since the Islamic Revolution is shaped by both the revolutionary
nature of the Iranian government and the interventionist policies and actions of the United
States. This outlook has resulted in key concepts such as anti-imperialism, cultural
resistance, and political sovereignty becoming central to his views and thoughts. Using
Rubinstein and Smith's analytical framework (1998), a descriptive-analytical approach,
and a documentary research method, the study demonstrates that after the Islamic
Revolution, support for political Islam in Iran became intertwined with anti-American
sentiments. This relationship is primarily a result of the revolutionary nature of the Iranian
government and the political policies and actions of the United States. The Supreme
Leader’s thoughts are directly influenced by these political and interventionist actions.
Consequently, the struggle against American imperialism and the stance of resistance have
become integral components of the Islamic Republic's identity, intertwined with the
discourse of opposing oppression and hope for the emergence of the Mahdi in Shia Islam.
Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Political Islam, Anti-imperialism, Anti-Americanism,

Supreme Leader’s Thought.
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